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By Jim Shultz

In La Paz today, President Morales and two key state governors, Rubén Costas of Santa Cruz and Mario Cossio of
Tarija, signed an agreement to begin a new round of talks aimed at resolving the country's deep political crisis. The
agreement will launch talks starting on Thursday in Cochabamba, and will focus on four main issues of contention: the
division of gas and oil revenue (IDH); the proposed new Constitution; regional autonomy; and pending appointments to
the nation's judicial bodies. The agreement was also signed by Bolivia's Catholic Cardinal, Julio Terrazas.

Nothing in the agreement changes the difficulties that Morales and the Governors have had up to now in finding
agreement on these issues, but the fact that talks will happen at all indicates that, as in Cochabamba in January 2007,
the country's fall into deep violence has created pressure to back up and try another way, for now. Not participating in the
talks will be Pando Governor Leopoldo Fernandez, arrested Tuesday and transported to La Paz where he will be
charged with murder in connection with last weeks massacre of campesino supporters of Morales. Here's Erbol's report
on the accord.

South American Presidents Meet in Chile

The leaders of nine South American nations held an emergency summit in Chile yesterday to address the Bolivian crisis.
The Presidents declared their strong support for Morales, denounced the Pando massacre and violent attacks against
government facilities, called for dialog to resolve the crisis and established a committee to assist in that dialog. The
Presidents rejected an effort by Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez to denounce the U.S. role in Bolivian events,
leaving the U.S. out of the discussions entirely. The Bush Administration has yet to issue any denouncement of the
Pando massacre, one of the few moves it could make right now that would be both a positive development for Bolivia
and useful to the U.S. as well. | think it is also worth noting that it was the two women Presidents, of Argentina and Chile,
that initiated the high level peace effort.

Testimonies from the Pando Massacre

Bolivian news outlets have begun to publish the wrenching testimonies of survivors and witnesses from the campesino
massacres in Pando last week. The on-line publication Ukhampacha Bolivia has translated a number of these as
reported by Radio Erbol. Here is one excerpt:

Vanesa Yubacero, a campesino, recounts the ambush she fell victim to, her voice at times broken by tears: &ldquo;l was
coming from the Nuevo Triunfo community, we arrived within five meters of the Puente Pozo bridge, and we were there
when dawn came, and they told us that we should go back and they followed us&hellip; We continued moving forward
and the police detained us, we waited but no one gave us water, they surrounded us without giving us any time, and they
shot the children, they died just like that, with bullets in their hearts, how those children cried, facing those machine guns.”

U.S. Orders Peace Corps Out of Bolivia, Evacuates Families

On Monday the U.S. government announced that it had temporarily suspended the Peace Corps program in Bolivia and
evacuated all Peace Corps volunteers out of the country, to Lima, Peru. In the same communication the U.S. Embassy
announced that it is offering the families of Embassy staff and all "non-emergency personnel" passage out of the country.
It has also announced that it is offering some flights out of Bolivia to other U.S. citizens who wish to leave (they still
doné&rsquo;t let you take your dogs) and have encouraged those who can to leave and those planning to come to stay
home.

The question we are frequently asked when the U.S. issues such communications is, "What do they know?" While no
one can state for sure what might happen here in the next few weeks, my sense is that the Embassy's caution is more
about the past than the future. In October 2003 during the crisis leading to President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada's
resignation, the Embassy did not evacuate and found its staff stranded in La Paz after the airport there was closed and
the main roads in and out of the city blockaded. Since then the Embassy has erred on the side of caution, including its
evacuation of DEA families and others in 2005 following the resignation of President Carlos Mesa, when the country had
already returned to calm. | am not criticizing the Embassy, it is doing its job. This is just some additional analysis as
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people evaluate their choices.
Tens of Thousands March in Buenos Aires to Support Morales

As the continent's Presidents met in Chile and with more reports surfacing of massacres against Morales backers, the
streets of downtown Buenos Aires filled with at least 20,000 people Monday afternoon, proclaiming their support for
Bolivia's President (photo above by The Democracy Center's Melissa Draper). Many held aloft banners reading 30,000
Reasons Why," referring to the estimated number of disappeared and killed during this country's "Dirty War" era of
repression in the late 1970s and early 1980s. The march was a reminder of how fresh those memaories still remain in
Argentina and the dangers that many people across Latin America see being repeated in the opposition violence in
Bolivia the past week.

A Pair of Clarifications
We have had two readers write to us asking for clarifications from our special report and we are happy to post those here.

First, in our post | reported that U.S. House Member Eliot Engel, a Democrat, had joined Republican Dan Burton to call
for an end to the APTDEA trade agreement between the U.S. and Bolivia. This was how the story was reported in the
Bolivian media. Congressman Engel's office e-mailed me with this clarification:

Cong. Eliot Engel has called for reviewing American aid and trade programs with Bolivia. He did not withdraw his support
for trade but said the actions of the Bolivian government have made it difficult to support the Andean trade agreement in
Congress.

Second, regarding the scandal earlier this year over U.S. Embassy pressure on Fulbright Scholars and Peace Corps
volunteers to provide it with intelligence on Cubans and Venezuelans in the country, | wrote, "Again [Ambassador]
Goldberg tried to downplay the incident as an innocent error." A Peace Corps staff member wrote us, "This was indeed a
mistake made by an embassy official about which the Ambassador was very angry."

The Ambassador may well have been extremely angry in public, and with good cause, but all the public statements were

far more muted. As ABC News reported at the time:

"The U.S. Embassy in La Paz acknowledges the July incident, having received complaints from Peace Corps staff last
year about the matter. But both the embassy and the State Department claim it was "an error," emphasizing that it should
not have been interpreted as a request for U.S. citizens to spy."

We hope that clarifies both points.
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